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PSALM XXVIIL 7. 


The Lord is my firength, and my ſhield; my heart 


truſted in him, and I am helped therefore my 
heart greatly rejoiceth, and with my Jong will 
F * iſe him. 


A MIDST the events of proſperity and ſuc- 


C. A. ceſs, ſuch at leaſt as affect our happineſs 
more materially, the mind of man acts in entire 


agreement with the affections implanted in it, 
in giving way to the ſtrong feelings of joy and 
exultation. They are the emotions which are 
excited in us by the very conſtitution of our 


nature ; nor on the other hand 1s there any pre- 
cept either of morality or religion, by which it 
is forbidden to man to indulge them. It needs 


not any laboured argument to prove alſo, that, 
upon the increaſe of public felicity or public 
glory, public exultation is equally natural, and 


equally allowable. It is amongſt the firſt pro- 


penſities of an honeſt mind at leaſt, to be for- 
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ward in rejoicing, when occaſion offers, not for 
ourſelves alone, but for our brethren and com- 
panions Jake— And he mult be of a moroſe and 


. gloomy temper indeed, who refuſes to mix in 


the general ſatisfaction, who feels not rather his 


own' happineſs itſelf increaſed, wy partaking of 
the happineſs of others. 


1 every nation 0 060 upon deliverance 
from great evil either experienced or appre- 
hended, or upon any diſtinguiſhed acceſſion to 
the common glory or welfare, public and na- 
tional rejoicings have perpetually been inſti- 


tuted. In our own country, as is well known, 


they have been frequent in every age, and in 


every period of our hiſtory; whilſt the bleſſings 


which called for them, furniſh the abundant 


teſtimony, that the favour of Heaven has at all 


times been extended to this nation in an eſpe- 
_ cial manner, and in the moſt ſignal inſtances 
both of deliverance and ane wan 


to it. 


1f ever at the ſame time there was ſubſtantial 
ground for the people of this land giving way to 


; the feelings of joy, or making the public de- 


monſtration of it, well may it be aſſerted, that 
nee ever did the occaſion. preſent itſelf 


more 


5 


more truly, or more unambiguouſly, than in 
the preſent moment — never within our own 
memory aſſuredly, or in the times recently 
elapſed. For it is not now any ſingle ſucceſs 
in war, or the eſcape from any ſingle danger, 
which we are bound to commemorate; but the 
magnitude of the mercy vouchſafed to us is 
to be eſtimated from the importance of many 
great and repeated bleſſings, Which in rapid 
ſucceſſion even we have lately experienced 
and the relief given to our apprehenſions muſt 
be felt in proportion to the fearful threatenings 
of the ſtorm which gathered all around, and 
ſcemed ſo long ready from every fide to burſt 
upon us. f in 6 


I fatisfying the duty then, which I am called 
upon to perform this day before you, I have no 
heſitation in the firſt inſtance, and with every 
view even to the religious attentions which I 
am afterwards to inſiſt upon, to enter into the 
plain detail of the evils themſelves, from which 

now at length we entertain the humble hope, 
in God's due ſeaſon, of releaſe and deliverance. 
The account may be painful indeed, and the 
topic itſelf may perhaps alſo ſeem not well to 
agree with the declared purpoſe of this day's 
ſolemnity. But to make the review may ſtill 
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be ſalutary, and in the end may ſerve like wiſe 
but the more to confirm the very joy, which is 
now the common ſenſation of mind amongſt us. 


TE coNnTEST then, in which we have been 


now ſo long engaged, has been a conteſt, as all 


men know, not for the common ends, for which 
war is undertaken — for the extenſion of terri- 


tory or commerce, for the avenging of national 


honour inſulted, or the faith of treaties violated 


but for the preſervation itſelf of all thoſe 


intereſts which are deareſt to man, and all 


thoſe rights which are eſſential not to the ag- 
grandizement and proſperity, but to the very 
_ exiſtence of a free and independent nation. 


The ſtruggle has been againſt an adverſary, 


' whoſe profeſſed aim it was, through the whole 
earth, if he were able, to looſe all the bonds of 


civil order and eſtabliſhed government—and 


long alſo were his arms oppoſed by us at the 


expence of the beſt blood and treaſure of this 
nation, without any progreſs appearing to be 


made in the repreſſing his any gntnels,. or the 


curbing his violence. 


It cannot t be forgotten likewiſe, with what di- 
ligence (I wiſh it could not be ſaid alſo in ſome 
degree, with what ſucceſs) other engines of 

, miſchief 


miſchief and deſtruction were turned againſt us 
how poiſonous doctrines were introduced, and 
baleful opinions of Philoſophy falſely ſo called 
were diſſeminated amongſt us, with all the ma- 
lignity of endeavour to taint and corrupt even 
the ſoil itſelf, in which the faireſt fruits of 
liberty and well-ordered government were ſeen 
toad. 


Out of ſuch evils in the mean time, and ac- 
cording alſo to the common order and courſe 
of things, there grew up another likewiſe, of 
no leſs magnitude. For whilſt all was thus 
adverſe from without, the ravage of war in- 
creaſing, and the menaces of the enemy be- 
coming more and more violent, the turbulence 
of ignorant men gathered ſtrength at home, and 
the clamour of diſſolute and deſperate men grew 
loud, demanding that here alſo ſome new ex- 
periment in civil government ſhould be tried, 
and calling out that we ſhould quit that, the 
abiding by which was the only probable mean 
of ſaving us from a common wreck, and which 
alſo, as we truſt in God, hath ſo ſaved us. 


There were moreover, in this fearful con- 
dition of things amongſt us, many other circum- 
ſtances of the worſt kind, which ſeemed to place 
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us upon the very brink and verge even of the 
moſt extreme danger : ſome, which 1 forbear- 


to mention, for it were far better that all note 


and memory of them were extinguſhed—- 
others the more immediate viſitations of heaven; 


as when the earth yielded not her fruits of in- 


creaſe, and the cry of ſcarcity was heard amongſt 


us— or untoward circumſtances ariſing from 


particular conjunctures of things; at one time 


the rapid falling away of thoſe alliances which 


we had contracted for common ſupport againſt 


the enemy at another, the hazards to Which 


public credit was expoſed, and the difficulties 
under which it laboured-—and moſt recently, 
the violence of open rebellion in a kingdom 


connected with us by every tie both of conſan - 


guinity and common intereſt. 


If we look back to the manners and habits. 
of the nation alſo, in the beginning at leaſt of 
the conteſt which has been deſcribed, it is to be 
feared that the decay of religion and piety was 
but too viſible amongſt us, and that we ſhnewed 
little of a conſcientious diſcharge of duty, that 
beſt ſecurity for the divine favour, amidſt a 
libertiniſm to which there ſeemed ſcarcely any 


bounds, and a licentiouſneſs ſo confident, that not 
ſeldom it appeared openly to dety all reſtrajnt, 


The 


1 7 1 
The ſtatement of evils to which a nation 
may be expoſed, cannot well perhaps be carried 


further: but if ſuch were the evils of our own 
ſituation, and the country in reality was ſo en- 


dangered, well may it be underſtood what the 


national ſenſation muſt be, when the gloom 
ſeems at length to. be diſſipated, and the peril 
is removed to the diſtance at which, thanks 


be to God, it eee to be both at home 
and abroad, 


ALI. the honeſt feelings then of national 
pride and exultation are fairly and conſiſtently 
to be indulged—nor, as before, does the holy 
religion of the Goſpel either reſtrain or forbid 
them lt is the buſineſs of that Goſpel only to 
give the right direction to them, and to teach 
us how the juſt and fit uſe is to be made of 
the various circumſtances which call them forth. 

It is ſuch caution and ſuch conſideration alſo, 
which I am now eſpecially to inſiſt upon before 
you, both as the Miniſter of God's Word, and 

becauſe ſo likewiſe may I beſt employ your at- 
tention after the ſolemn offices of devotion, in 
which by the ordinance of public authority we 
have now bcen united. 
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WuarsokvrRx then may have been the ſuc- 
ceſs of our arms, or however the prudence and 
wiſdom of the civil Governors of this land may 
have at length contributed to the peace and ſe- 


curity of it, the firſt and chief duty, which the re- 


ligion of the Goſpel inculcates, is, that we aſcribe 
the glory not unto ourſelves, but unto Gop alone. 
For we act not agreeably even to the firſt no- 
tions and principles of true religion, if we con- 
feſs not without difference or exception, that 


the iſſues of all things are in the hands of God. 


* Shall there be evil in à city, and the Lord hath 
not done it? Or again, if it be the diſpenſation 


of mercy—if deliverance from evil, or pro- 
| ſperity in any kind, fall out unto the ſons of 


men, it is God's providence which is to be had 
in remembrance, his goodneſs which is to be 


magnified, and his name which is to be praiſed 
Þ from the riſing up of the fun unto the going down 


of the ſame. All is unhallowed, however it may 
be called devotion or the ſervice of piety, if we 


begin not with this firſt offer of worſhip unto 


God—AIl is hypoeriſy, if with our thankſgiving 
there be not this humiliation of ourſelves, to- 


gether with the entire and perfect acknowledg- 


ment of the power and mercy of the Almighty. 


Amos iii, 6. » Pſalm cxili. 3. 
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It is at once to be underſtood alſo, that in this 
very humiliation and this acknowledgment we 
take in fact the trueſt glory to ourſelves, whilſt 
we make our boaſt, that the Lord is on our fide : 
and whilſt the enemy who is vanquiſhed ſhall 
hear, when fame ſhall report to him the hiſtories 
of our triumph — even he who maketh a mock 
at the Almighty ſhall hear (and at length per- 
haps ſtand appalled at it), that Gop 1s our 
HOPE AND STRENGTH—that our ſong and our 


praiſe is of him—and that we are ans | of his 
favation Jn day to day. 


Bu this duty ſig, there remain others 
alſo, by which the preſent ſolemnity 1s to be 
ſanctified in the ſight of God, and by the diſ- 
charge of which alone, advantage is to be derived 
to ourſelves from the devotion of it. We are 
called upon to approve our ſincerity 1 in the ob- 
ſervance of it, by ſtrict examination of our lives 
and conſciences according to the rule of God's 
Word, by putting away iniquity from amongſt 
us, and by reſolving to exerciſe ourſelves more 

faithfully hereafter unto righteouſneſs and all 
good works. For it is a mean and baſe notion 
of religious duties, to think that the only ſeaſon 
for practiſing them, or the moſt fitting at leaſt, 


© Pſalm whos. ; 
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is when danger compaſſeth us about, or when, 
from the evil which is at hand, men's hearts 
fail them through fear. There is another fear 
by which we have need to be actuated, and 
that of a kind alſo, which is connected with a 
principle more noble and generous - the fear in 
the day of proſperity, leſt we incur the reproach 
of ingratitude towards Him, who crowneth us 
with benefits—the fear left we forfeit the favour 
which the Almighty hath vouchſafed to us, by 
our own unworthineſs and our own wickedneſs. 
e beſeech you therefore, even in the Apoſtle's 
language in a far greater argument Me beſeech 
you as brethren, by the mercies of God, that hence- 
forth ye preſent yourſelves holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your reaſonable ſervice, For what 
conſiſtency can be pretended in giving thanks 
to a benefactor, and yet deſpiſing his will? 
what ſenſe of religion in praiſing and acknow- 
ledging the power of God, and at the fame 
time giving no heed to the law of his command- 
ments ? If we would have it believed even, that 
we take any true intereſt in the public welfare 
or glory, let us ſeek to ſuſtain it, as beſt it may 
be ſuſtained, every one adding to the com- 
mon piety, and making his own conduct more 
exemplary and virtuous; For righteouſneſs ex- 


4 Rom. Xii. 1. 
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"I the midſt of our ſucceſſes alſo, and of the 
great things which Gop hath done for us, we 
are called upon to uſe more than common 
caution that we become not vain and inſolent, 
or, in Scripture language, that our hearts be not 
lifted up, and hardened in pride. For the danger 
is greateſt, leſt we fall into this condemnation, 
when public bleſſings are vouchſafed, in which 
all degrees and ranks of perſons in the com- 
| munity feel an intereſt ; when the voice of joy, 
I had almoſt ſaid of tumultuous joy, is in all our 
borders; and when every man is ſpeaking proud 
things, none chooſing to appear leſs zealous 
than another, in magnifying the common glory, 
But it is then hkewiſe, that we have moſt 
need to ſuffer a due ſenſe of religion to 
make us lowly and humble, and to abate the 
confidence which proſperity might otherwiſe 
inſpire. Let it be remembered, and remembered 
eſpecially too after the ſignal mercies which 
Gop heth vouchſafed to us, upon what a pre- 
cipice we lately ſtood ; how perilous and full 
of fear the ſituation was, from which we ſeem 


Prov. xiv. 34. 
3 at 
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at length after ſo much ſtruggle and anxiety to 

have eſcaped! But let us have no imagination at 

the ſame time, that our mountain is made firong— 

that we cannot be removed and that our enemy 

is the ſole object of God's diſpleaſure, or that he 

muſt be ſo above all other men. I tell you, Nay; 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


It is a great occaſion alſo, when the State to 
which we belong is proſperous, and when it 
has attained to new glory and pre-eminence— 
the occaſion, I ſay, 1s then a great one ſurely, 
for ſtirring up in the heart all thoſe virtues 
which belong to the love of country—to make 
us watchful over the true intereſts of it, anxious 
to ſupport the Laws and Conſtitution of it, 
and ready to provide for the public neceſſities, by 
all the means which private opulence and fortune 
afford. To do this is to act indeed but accord- 
ing to common wiſdom, and political prudence. 
Beſides which, 1t 1s juſtice only thus to repay in 
affection and ſupport, what we receive in ſe- 
curity and reputation; and to return to the 
State cheerfully, in ſuch kind as we are able, 
the advantage which we derive from the com- 
mon proſperity. But we may ſtate even more 


Luke xiii. 3. 5 
than 
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than this—whatever it be, by which we may 
contribute to the ſupport and aid of our country, 
to give this aid is a duty, which in ſome ſenſe 
ay the obligation even of Religion attached to 

For it is the eſtabliſhment and ordinance 
of Gov himſelf, that men ſhould dwell to- 
gether in ſocietiess To withhold therefore 
what may tend in any way to the advantage of 
our country, to the ſecurity or good eſtate of 
the ſociety to which we belong, is to countera&t 
His will, and to conduct ourſelves otherwiſe, 
than in agreement with the ends which He 
has ordained. 


I ſeek not however to purſue the reflections, 
ſuch as thoſe which Thave now made, to a greater 
length. It is to be wiſhed only that our pro- 
ſperity and our virtue ſhould keep pace with 
each other; and, as we boaſt ourſelves to be a 
people favoured of Heaven, that both our piety 
and our patriotiſm ſhould increaſe, in propor- 
tion to the greater importance of the mercies 
vouchſafed to us. — God be thanked alſo, that 
in what regards our duty, a better mind and 
diligence ſeems daily to appear amongſt us 
a ſtronger ſenſe of the power and , wiſdom and 
goodneſs of Gop, a greater zeal for his ho- 
- Nour, and more firm exertion, for the preſeryation 
of 


[4] 


of. order, and lawful Government, from a juſt 


ſenſe of the benefits derived to us from them — 
nor can it indeed well be otherwiſe. It cannot 
be, according to all common reaſoning, but that 
ſuch muſt have been the effect upon our own. 
conduct, of the unexampled miſeries in which 


we have ſeen a great and powerful nation in- 
volved, from their making a ſcorn on the one 


hand of all religion, and of the holy Revelation 


even of the Goſpel itſelf; and on the other from 
ſelf· intereſt, the rapacity of individuals, and 
falſe pretences of patriotiſm taking place of all 
real love of country, of all good faith, and honeft 
concern for the public good. But if it be the caſe. 
likewiſe, that the evils under which we our-. 


ſelves have ſuffered, or the dangers which have 
come nigh us that theſe alſo have tended; in 
any degree to make us a more humble, a more 
ſober, and religious people, let us be ready, with 
the praiſe offered this day unto the Almighty, 


to render thanks unto Gon for this the mercy 
of his chaſtiſement alſo for the correction 
which he hath given us, not in judgment, but 


in patience and long: ſuffering, checking the 
progreſs of our wickedneſs, and awakening us to 


a Aeaſe a aan. ee n _ ruin. 
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beyond what is neceſſary; and I may appear 
perhaps alſo,” too much to have left unnoticed. 
the events themſelves, which are the ſpecial 
occaſions of the appointment of this day's ſo- 
lemnity, But I have done this at the ſame 
time not undeſignedly.— The ſignal interpoſi- 
tions of God's providence in our favour ſo lately 
experienced cannot want enumeration, whilſt 
every heart and countenance declare, what 
the people of this land aſcribe to the benefits 
conferred by them. From the bravery of aux 
_ countrymen likewiſe, now ſo often and ſo de- 
cCiſively viRtorious, I can have had no wiſh 
to withhold the acknowledgment paid by all; 
but I have feared only to tarniſh the luſtre of 
it by weak and inefficient praiſe. What an 
whole kingdom greets with - acclamation alſo, 
there is little need for the individual to extol 
with words—and the adverſaries with whom 
vie are engaged may ſay better than our- 
ſelves likewiſe (for now in their turn have they 
all felt the full force of it) what is the power 
and ſtrength of nn valour alan n 
Barrisn e . eee 


oh the! "IO of a Abdi wig: en 
and to the fame of that high deed, to which 
wes can * find a parallel, it were idle to 
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think of adding by any recital of it nations 


abroad confeſſing it to have been their mighty 


deliverance, and all men ſtanding in amazement 
both at the magnitude and the bravery of it. I 
ſpeak not at the ſame time either of the ex- 
ultation or gratitude with which the accounts 
of this great event were received amongſt our- 
ſelves; but they were not moderate, or ſuch, 


I believe, as often have been exceeded upon the 
occaſion of any ſucceſs in war experienced by 
this country. For the action itſelf furniſhed 
the rare inſtance of a conflict, in which the 


higheſt {kill and the greateſt intrepidity had the 


fulleſt opportunity of being diſplayed—and i in 
which both alſo were ſo conſpicuous, that it is 
doubtful which was of moſt renown, or con- 
tributed moſt to the * great victory won by 


our arms in the late fearful battle a victory, 
under Gop's providence ſo memorable, and of 
ſuch defeat to thoſe who roſe up againſt us, 
that they which are yet to come, and the chil- 


dren which are unborn even, when they entreat 
the Almighty againſt their enemies, may pray 


unto him and ſay, Break thou their ſtrength, 
O Lord, and conſume them Do unto them, as 
thou didſ in the days of old, and as * AT THE 
STREAM OF EGYPT. e 


Bur 
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Dok I forbear—to the religious ſervi ice of 
this day likewiſe, there belong other employ- 
ments rather, than the Praiſe of men, and 
other duties. The one part of theſe duties 
alſo in ſome degree has already been fulfilled 
by us. We have performed the vow unto the 
Lord, and have offered unto him the ſacrifice 
of thankſgiving. And even now again with 
ſolemn adoration do we offer it—* For thine, 
O Lox, zs the Greatneſs, and the Power, and 
the Glory, and the Vittory, and the Majeſiy ; 
all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine ; 
thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and thou art ex- 
alted as the head above all. 


Go GRANT, in what remains to be accom- 
pliſhed on our own part, that we be ſincere and 
conſtant alſo; that by purity and holineſs, and 
by the diligent practice of all Chriſtian virtues, 
we ſecure to ourſelves the favour of Heaven, 
and continue to be the objects of divine pro- 
tection; that his day alſo may be for a memorial 
unto us continually—for that in this day we 
praiſed Gop with an holy ſolemnity, and turned 
ourſelves unto him likewiſe, th all our frength, 
and all our heart, and all our mind. 


b 1 Chron. xxix. 11. 
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80 may we entertain the hope—ſo may we 
find our - conſolation, and the ſupport of our 
piety, in the devout and humble hope at leaſt, 
that we ſhall receive a bleſſing from the Lord, 

and righteouſneſs from the God of all mercy 
| _ — when we ſhall have done, that 1 is, according 
to our beſt ability, that which we are com- 
manded to do, both to the glory of Gop, and 
for the ſecurity of our own greateſt and final 
intereſts. For thus is it written, and thus even 
is the promiſe made Whoſo effereth me thanks 
and praiſe, he bonoureth me : and to bim that or- 


dereth his converſation aright, your be Ac the 
TOO of God, 
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